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FACOOTETTELTALTEPEPETTEEDTTEEDEELE 


S. JOHN vi, 14. 


Then thoſe Men, when they ſaw the 
Miracle which Feſns did , ſaid, 
Of a truth this is that Prophet that 
ſhould come into the World. 


dE H E Text is the Concluſion of 
> a Story that reaches from the 


The perſons concerned in it 
were of the Jewiſh Nation: a 
Nation antiently famous and flouriſhing , but 
at that time, under the yoke of a Roman Con- 
queſt: from which they yer hop'e for delive- 
rance, by aWropher, whom they lookt for about 
that time to come into the World. 

In this Critical time, comes our Lord Jeſus 
to ſhew himſelf ; poor and conteptibleto ſeeto, 
but withal ſo mighty in word and deed, that many 
believed him to be that Prophet; the Rulers 


knew not what to think of him, and the People 
A2 flockc 
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Verl 9. 


(2) 
flockt after him in multitudes, which way ſoever 
he went, 

In this Chapter He went over the Sea of 
Galilee (fo they call ir, chough 1n truth *cis but a 
Lake) the People, about 5000 of them , wenr 
about the Lake ro meer him. The place where 
they found him was Delert, they were farr from 
any houſe or home, what Proviſicas they 
brought with them were ſpent, and they ſeemed 
to be in no {mall diſtreſs; which He merci- 
fully Conſidered , and miraculouſly Relieved. 
Our of that ſmall pittance which one ® Lad had 
brought with him, He furniſhed a ſufficient 
meal for 5000 perſons, and cauſed twelve Baskets 
to be filled with thole Fragments they had 
lett. 

This they all ſaw, and were amaz'd at the 
thing, and magnified the Perſon, whom they 
could Judg to be no other than what himſelf 
profeſt that He was, namely, that He was That 
Prophet that ſhould come into the World, 

Which Judgment of theirs, how Reaſonable 
it was on their part,and what the Uſe of it ſhould 
be to us, are the things I am now to conſider. 

The Reaſon of their Judgment ſtands briefly 


. thus : They lookt for a Prophet to come abour 


that time; and that he ſhould make himſelf 
YT + known 
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known to 'em by Miracles : They had heard 
a great Fame of Chriſt, and now they ſaw 
him do a great Miracle ; Therefore they conclu- 
ded that He muſt be that Propher, 


Firſt, That the Jews did look for one to come 
into the World, one that ſhould be Born of their 
Nation ; a great Prophet, a Mc{$ias, one Anointed 
of God, forthe Revealing of his Will, and for the 
Redemption of his People 3 this is acknowledg'd 
on all hands. Ir was a chief Article of the Jewiſh 
Faith, the very Hope and Expcaation of Iſrael : 


For, to them were committed the Oracles of God ; in 


which they had Promiles and Prophecies of him, 


almoſt from the beginning of the World, to the 
end of their Script:ires. The time would fail 
me, if I ſhould go about to reckon thera. But 
methinks a ſhort reckoning may lerve, when [ 
conſider , that Meſes to theſe Jews was inſtar 
omnium: He was the Man i whom they did 
truſt, and he Propheſied of ſuch a Meſſhas to- 
come, Deut. xvi. 15, C 18. verſ. *Tis a remark» 


._ able Text, and therefore I quote you both the 


place and the words. Verſe 15. Moſes ſpeaks to 
the People of 1/rael, in his own words, The Lord: 
thy God will raife up unto thee a Prophet from the 
midſt of thee, of thy Brethren, like unto me, unto bim 
A} {hall 
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ſhall ye bearken: and then to aſſure them, that 
he ſaid not this of himſelf, he repeats the words 
that God ſpoke to him upon Mount Sinai to 
this purpole, verle1 8. 1 will raiſe them-up a Prophet 
from among thei r Brethren like unto thee, Now, 
that Chriſt was one of their Brethren, the Jews 
cannot but acknowledg: and that Chriſt was 
like unto F1o/es, we Chriſtians are able to ſhew 
them. Bur to ſpare us that trouble, they (ay, 
this Text was not meant of the Meſſhas. Ot 
whom then? why, of ſuch Prophets as God 
would raiſe up from time to time 1n his Church. 
Bur there were many ſuch Prophets, and the 
Text ſpeaks expreſly but of one: whom there- 
fore Aben Ezra* will have to be Joſhua the ſuc- 
ceſlor of Moſes. 4braham Seba * ſayes,it is intended 
of the Prophet Jeremy Burt neither This,nor Thar, 
nor any other Prophet, can fill up the Character 
of this perſon ; of whom God ſayes, he ſhall be 
-1z2 bike unto thee: Moſes fayes 1109 he ſhall 
be like unto me. For never was there any Pro- 
phet n1»22 like unto Moſes, Deut. xxxiv. io. nor 
ever will be, layes Maimonides, exceptthe Mefli- 


to our Maſter Moſes. 


It may ſeem firange, that our Modern Jews, 
who ſo paſſionately dote on the hopes of a 
Meflia, 


(5) 
Meſſia, ſhould beſo loath to hear of him in this 
Propheſte. But there is no ftrangeneſs in it, to 
him that conſiders the Witchcraft of Contra- 
diction. They think themſelves bound to find 
another ſenſe of the words, becaaſe the Apoſtles 
of Chriſt have quoted them in this ſenſe. St. Pe- 
ter, ACt. 111. 22. St Steven, Act. vii. 37. both of 
them, in expreſs terms, applying this Propheſie 
to Chriſt, Not to lay that others alſo do it in 
general words ; namely, Philip, Joh. 1.45. St. Paul 
inthe xxvi. & xxviii. Chap. of the As. Nay, our 
Saviour himſelf, Joh. v. 45. telling the Jews, 
that Moſes Wrote concerning bim. All which 
Quotations in the New Teſtament, as they do 
prejudice the Modern Jews, againſt the true 
underſtanding of this Propheſie ; lo they plainly 
prove, that it was thus underſtood by their 
Forefathers: For elſe it had been a vain thing 
for the Apoſtles to go about to prove Chriſt to 
be the Meflias, our of ſuch a Text as thoſe Jews 
underſtood 1n a different ſenſe: Eſpecially when 
there were ſo many other Texts of Scripture , 
which the Jews do acknowledg to be meant of 
the Meflias , that could have been as eaſily 
alledg'd by them, and as aptly applyed to 
Chriſt, as this Propheſie which is now in 
Queſtion. 


For 
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For the proof of what I ſay, I ſhall produce 
rwo or three ſuch Texts, and my choice ſhall 
be of thoſe, that not only foretold that a Meſſias 
was to come , bur alſo markt our the time when 
he was to be expected : Gen, xlix 10. is Jacobs 
Prophiche, that The Scepter ſhall net depart from 
Juda, ti! Shilo come 3 , that. is , there ſhall never 
ceaſe to be Kings aud Princes of the houje of Juda, 
til the Mefſias come : So both the Targums ren- 
der it; and {o does Onkelos, whole Paraphrale is 
of greateſt authority among rhe Jews, and who 
himlſelt lived about 4o years before Chriſts In- 
carnation. Another Prophelie there was , bur 
along time after this 3 it was foretold when the 
ſecond Temple was building , that The deſire of 
the Nations, in Haggai; The Lord whom they 
fought, in Malachi, ſhould come, and that ſuddenly, 
to that Temple. The texts are Haggai 11, 7. & 
Mal. iii. 8. Both which places are cleany meant 
of the Meſſias, and the latter of them is fo inter= 
preted by 4ben Ezra, and David Kimchi, two 
of the leaxnedeſt Blaſphemers of Chriſt in the 
Jewiſh Nation. 

| ſhall offer butone Teſtimony more, and 


it.is from that Prophet, whom | think no man, 


without invincible obſtinacy, can read and con- 


| ſider, and not be a Chriſtian; ſo unqueſtionable he 


1S 
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Verſe 26. and then, that a Prince ſhould come 


(7) 
is for his Authority, ſo evident in his Predi&ti- 
ons, ſo pun&tual in the Circumftances of i!1:-m :; 
I meanthe Prophet Daniel , who bew2iliny the 
deſolation of Feruſalem, and the po years Capti- 
vity of his Nation, was told by an Angel they 
ſhould ſoon be reftor'd, and Jeruſalem be rebuilc. 
Bur farther , that after 7 times 70, that is, after 
490 years , from the going forth of the Com- 
mandement for the rebuilding of Jeruſalem, they 
ſhould be a Nation no more, That within the 
laſt 70 of thele years, the Meſſhas ſhould come, 
the boly One ſhould be Anointed ; Dan. ix. 24. and 
that he ſhould be cut off , but zot for himſelf , 


p, 


and deſtr:y the holy City and the Sanfuary, as 


there it follows in the end of the Chaprer. 


How Eaſie a thing was it for any conſidering 
man in Chriſts daies, to Reckon within a ſmall 
matter of thoſe 490 years ? I ſay, within a ſmall 
matter; becauſe there might be ſome doubt 
where to fix the Beginning of that reckoning : 
whether it ſhould begin ar the Firſt Command- 
ment, for the rebuilding of Jersſal:-m ; or, at the 
Laſt, which was about 5o years after. Which 


poſſibly was the caule, why R. Nechonia ben * Ds werita- 
Hakkana , who lived about 50 years before *: £#i/- 
Chriſts Incarnation, ſaid, as Grotius * tells us, 
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(8) 
( for, 1 know not his Author ) we are now 
within 50 years of the Meſlias; and R. Joſe , 
who lived about 50 years after Chriſts death , 
laid, according to R. Jacob in ( aphtor, we are 
now paſt the time ofthe Mefſia. 


Certain it is, thacthe100 years between theſe, 


was atime ofgreat expeRation, of ſome extra- 
ordinary Perſon to come into the World : 
which ExpeCtation began in Fudea , and from 
thence it ſpread even all the World over. 
Among the Gentiles there were ſtrange I[ntimati- 
ons of an Univerſal King that was then to be 
a L.1 Epift. born; as may appear from Cicero* , and Virgil b, 
3.8 7 from Suetonius<,and Tacitus %,in their ſeveral Wris 
b Eciog 4. tings. Among the Jews it was a Queſtion in every 
-4 8 * m_ mans mouth , Where # he that ſhould be born ? 
d H/t, 1.4. ſothe Phariſees to Fohn Baptiſt, Art thou he * and 
ſo the Baptiſt tro our Saviour, Art thou he that 
ſhould come? fo the People among themſelves , 
Is not this that Prophet ? They were at it upon 
every Occaſton , and dearly they paid for it at 
laſt, For they put the Nations about them all 
into a ferment with theſe Diſcourſes, and then 
into a rage with their Commotions, which could 
never belaid but with the Deſtru&ion of their 
Temple and Government ; according to thole 
Propheſies , Which being read to them in their 


Syna- 
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' God ſuffered to outlive that Deſtrudtion , when 


.* gin to recollect themſelves, and to conſider what 
hope they had lefr of the Promiſe; the Scepter 


© our reading of their Talaud, where ® in the 4th * In $4nh- 
"Part, 4th. Book, 11th. Chap. you may find them 


-. of two old Propheſies , that the Mefſias ſhould 


(9) "M 
Synagogues every Sabbath day, as St. Paul * faith} A. xiii.27, 


they fulfild, becauſe they underſtood not. 
And as for thoſe obſtinate wretches, whom 


the terrour of it was a little over, and they be- 


being now departed from Juda, there being no 
Temple left, andthe 490 years lang ſince expi- 
red; what a Confulion they were in, tis not 
poſſible to exprels, nor eafie to imagine, with- 


drin, C. C he- 
lek. 
caſting up among themlelves, what hopes they G 


hadMeft of their Meſſias. Onerefle&ts upon that 
Prophelie of the School of Flias, that the World 
ſhould laſt 60e0 years; 2000 ;years before the 
Law *, and 2000 under the Law, and 2060 un- * inn 
der the Meſhas : which makes well for us, be- 
cauſe Chriſt came rgych' about the year 4000 ; 
but made ill for them , becauſe that year was 
then paſt and gone. - Another makes mention 


come after 85 Jubilees , that is, about the year 
4200; but thoſe Propheſies gave them no 
comfort , that year alſo being paſt and godnie. 
A third ſaid , all our prefixed times are atan 

B 2 end : 


(10) 
end; a fonrth , that the Meſſhas was come al- 
ready and lived ſomewhere incognito , a fitth , 
wiſhe the bones of him broken that ſhould 
keep any more reckoning of time. A ſtrange 
and a certain accompliſhment of that moſt an- 
tient Propheſie* concerning the {tate of the Jews 
after their rejeftion of the Mefliah, that God 
would fmite them with madneſs, and blindneſs, and 
aſtoniſhment of heart ; that they ſhould grope at 
noonday, as the blind gropes in darkneſs, a Pro- 
pheſie that ought not to be lightly paſt by, bur 


I muſt not go beyond my line. 


I bave {hewed, that our Prophet was fore- 


told, and that a time was ſet for his coming, and 
that in Chriſts daies that time was come. Now 
what could the Jews deſire more but ſome To- 


ken to know him by ? And ſuch a Token was 


this owe in my Text. It ſignifies properly a 
Sign , though we tranſlate ira Miracle; which 
cbliges me to ſhew what a Miracle is, and 


how fitly it was ordein'd to be the Sign of the 


great Prophet. 

A Miracle, according to the derivation of the 
word, is ſuch a work as is apt to raiſe Won- 
der and Admiration inus. And admiration pro- 
ceeds from the ignorance of cauſes. Therefore 


Fools wonder at many things, becaule they 
| know 


UN 
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know the cauſes of few things : Wiſe men ad- 
mire at thoſe things which proceed from oc- 
culr cauſes in nature, though the things are 
very uſual and ordinary : All men admire at thoſe 
things which are unuſual and extraordinary; 
which if they alſo exceed the whole power of 
nature, ſo far as any man 1s able tojudge of it,then 
they are properly and ſtrictly called Miracles. 

In every work, by the laws of Nature , there 
muſt be an Active cauſe naturally able and ready 
to work; and there muſt be a Paſhve matter 
fitly diſpoled for it : without both which, no- 
thing can be done. 

If any thing be done without either of theſe, 
then itis ſaid to be Supernatural. 1* On the Pal- 
five part, when either there is no matter ar all, 
as inthe Creation of the world out of nothing ; 
or, when there is {uch a raatter as has no fit- 
neſs for ſuch a uſe, as it was in the Creation, 
and will be at the Reſurrection, of living man 
out of the duſt of the Earth. 2ly. In reſpe& 
of the Agent, when the work is above the 
reach of any natural cauſe, above the power 
of any Creature that we can know of, as the 
ſtaying of the Sun in 7oſuab's daies, or when 
no ſecond cauſe is imployed init, or fuch a cauſe 
as has no diſpoſition for it, no activity but 
B 2 what. 
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what 1s Supernaturally given it; in all ſuch ca- 
les a work is faid to be Miraculous. 

This kind of work God is pleaſed to make 
ule of, as the Seal of his Commiſhon to any 
Perſon , as the Atteſtation of his hand to any 
Doctrine : ſo that it any Perſon or Do&trine, 
be Blameleſs in other reſpedas , and only Que- 
ſtionable for irs Authority ; it ſufficiently clears 
its Authority to be from God , that he lends 
it, or ſuffers it ro come to us, with the Tez 
timony of Miracles. 

Thus Moſes, being ſentfrom God to the people 
of [ſrael, was appointed to take two or three Wit- 
nefles along with him ; namely, two or thre? 
Signs, to aſſure that captious people , that he 
was truly a Prophet ſent from God, Firſt he 
turns his Rod into a Serpent, and then that Ser- 
pent into aRod again ; he makes his hand in 
an inſtant become leprous , and immediately 
reſtores it again ; he takes up water out of the 
River , and poures it out perfe&t blood upon 
the ground, 

Thus alſo, that Prophet ke unto Moſes, Dent. 
SViii.ty. was promiſed to come with ligns like 
him, Verſe 21, 22. To the ſameeffe& arema- 
ny other Texts of the old Teſtament. Bur [ 


think that one is enough , if I can ſhow ws 
tne 
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the Jews did believeit, that they depended up- 
on it, and were ready on all occaſions to exact 
| this proof of a Meflias. It is not unlike, that 
the Devil himſelf (who is certainly a 
great Textuary ) had ſome thought of this, 
when he tempted our 'Saviour to. command 
the ſtones to become bread. But as for the 
Jews , it was unqueſtionably their way;; which 
St. Paul obſerves, 1 Cor. i. 21. the Jews require 
a fign; tell them of their Prophet, and pre- 
ſemly they call for a Sign, How often were 
they upon theſe termes with our Saviour ? He 
could be no Mefſlias for them , unleſs he would 
| ſhew *em a Sign. Though ſome of them be- 
fore hand were relolv'd not to. be convinc'd 
with ir , yet none of *em were to be ſatisfied 
withoutitz nay not without many ſigns, as 
he tells them, Joh. 1. 5. * Except ye ſee figns and *Joh.iv/ 49; 
Wonders, ye Will not believe, And *tis obſervable _ 
of Barcozba , that famous Impoſtor , who ſer 
up for a Meſlias their own way, pretending 
to make 'em a great flouriſhing People, which 
ſo won him their hearts, that for a while they 
generally adher'd to him; yert at laſt diſtruſting 
him for want of ſucceſs, they puthimto death. 
only for want of a ſign. Which though Mai- _— 
monides * denies, as allo he does this Doctrine, :. 11, 
| for 
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for fear of being preſt wich the undeniable Mi» 
racles of our Saviour; yetthe Talmud affirms 
& 1+ Bay both theſe, as to that of Barcozba®, IV. 4. ni. 
+ Tn z-:. And as to this DoftrineT I, 1, 1. as allo the 
cho:h c, *7e> Midraſh ( obeleth, c. 1. teaching, that all paſt Mi- 
emathe kerin. racles ſhall be as nothing in compariſon of the 
Miracles of the MeſSias, Which being the an- 
tient Tradition of the Jews , founded in the pro- 
miles of God, deriv'd to them in the prophe- 
fies of Scripture , which Scriptures were read to 
them every Sabbath day, it is no wonder that 
the Jews did ſet their hearts on this way of 
tryal. 
It remains to ſhew, how Chriſt did anſwer 
their ExpeQtation. Who as he was a Propher 
above all other Prophets , ſo his Miracles were 
farr above all other Miracles. Never any one 
did Miracles like him , even his Enemies being 
Judges; no nor all that ever were before him 
according to their own computation, For where- 
as all the Prophets before him, in three or four 
2 0! "0 thouſand years , did but 74 Miracles , beſides 
{ch len 1ſra- Moſes who did 76 if their reckoning * were true; 
«Ps Concili- Qur Saviour alone inthree or four years time ar 
= 6 nip moſt , did more than it was poſſible to keep 
account of; inſomuch that as St. John lays ® in a 


Dent. 
proverbial expreſſion, if they were all co be 


* Joh. xx. 
25. 
reckoned 
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reckoned together, the whole world could not contain 
the Books that ſhould be written. . 
Whatſoever any man elſe did of this kind, whe- 
ther Prophet or Apoſtle, he did it by a borrowed 
and limited Power,which he could neither commu- 
nicate to others, nor exerciſe it himſelf, but by 
Gods eſpecial appointment : but for Chriſt, who 
had the fulneſs of the Godbead dwelling in him ; he 
did what he pleaſed, and when he pleaſed, by him- 
ſelf, or by others, being determin'd by nothing bur 
by his own Goodneſs and Wiſdom. 
What part of the Creation, doth not afford us 
an inſtance of his Power? who had the bleſſed 
Angels at his call , and the damned Spirits {ub- 
ject to his will; who commanded the ſeas and 
the winds and they obeyed him; who guided 
the Fiſhes in the deep , which way he pleaſed ; bur 
eſpecially for men, that were his peculiar charge , 
he provided againſtall their neceſſities and wants , 
their infirmities and miſeries. Hefed them by Mi- 
racle, he heal'd them by Miracle , of ſundry dis 
ſeaſes which, were otherwiſe incurable : of inve- 
rerate Droplies and Leprofies,of a Palfic of 38 years, 
of Blindnels from ones birth ; what conld one do 
more, butto raiſe men from the dead? and thus 
he did divers, particularly Lazarus who - had lain 
four daies buricd in, the grave., . ... _ 
| " 0+ And 
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And thefc things he effe&ted, as well abſent as 


preſent, in an inſtant as by fenlible degrees ; 
by the applying of his hand, by che touch of his 
garment, by the word of his mouth, by the mo- 
tion of his will, to ſhew that any means would 
ſerve, thatno means were neceſlary that all times 
and places were alike, to the Soveraign vertue 
that he imploy'd in the working of his Mira- 
cles. 

Which works being ſo evident teſtimonies 
of a Divine Authority, and being defign'd for ſo 
univerſal a Benefit, it was neceflary that they 
ſhould be as evidently and univerſally known. 
And this our Saviour "Gon to have conſidered in 
all his Miracles. If any of them were done Pris 
vately , which were but few in compariſon , he 
commanded them not to be ſpoken of, that there 
mighr beno {uſpicion of Impoſture. But for the 
generality of his works, he did them Openly and 
publiquely , before multitudes, or in throngs ; at 
Feafts, or in Synagogues, orin the ſtreets, and in 
the open Sun ; many of them in the Temple, and 
that at Paſſcover times, in the face of his watch- 
ful Encmics, and before a whole Nation of wit- 
nefles. 

This Miracle in my Text , was donein a De- 
ſert, bur it was in the preſence of 5000 perſons; 

whom 


UMI 


roy 


whom the Fame of Chriſts works had drawn _ 


thither to obſerve him , and therefore they could 
not well be ſurprized in the' manner of it : nor 
could they he deceived in the Action it ſelf; for 
they ſaw, and felr, and taſted the effe&s of it. He 
fally ſatisfied their hunger; and ſo farr their 
hopes, that they determined to look for no other 
Meflias ; being aflur'd that this was He, This of 
a Truth is that Prophet that ſhould come into the 
world. 

I have done with the reaſon of their Judg- 
ment : and ſhould next proceed to the Ule of it, 
but that I am ſenſible of an ObjeQion in the way, 
which ſome have ſtarted at this diſtance of time, 
to queſtion the Judgment of that age, and to pro- 
mote the Infidelity of this. I am ſorry there 
{ſhould be any cauſe to mention it ; that inſtead 
of carrying on the Building of God, and help- 
ing forward the duty of Chriſtian life, we muſt 
be put to anſwer thoſe Atheiſts that fland peck» 
ing at the Foundation. But we muſt be con- 
tent, ſince God is pleas'd to ſuffer it. It is a vi- 
cious World that we live in, and alwaies ſo 
much Vice, ſo much Unbelief. Perhaps too, we 
are not farr from that time, of which Chriſt ſaies, 


when the Son of Man comes , ſhall be find Faith up- Luk xvii. 8. 


on the Barth? If ſo, we are not like to prevail 
C 2 much 
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much againſt the Atheiſts. Howſoever we are 

bound to do our indeavour, and not to leave 

their Arguments unan{wer'd, though in effe& we 

only leave their Perſons the more unexcuſable. 

Their ObjeRion is, that theſe Evangeliſts be- 

ing Chriſts followers , might boldly affert things 

for the honour of their Maſter and his Cauſe, 

which for ought we know have been as ſtifly 

denied by the Oppoſite parties. I propoundthis 
Objection in behalf of a ſort of men whoſe In- 

vention is commonly better then their Reading, 

For wholoever is any whit skill'd in Antiqui- 

ty, muſt needs know, that the Ground of this 
Obje&ionis falſe; Jews, Heathens, Mahometans, 

as many as write of this matter , do all confels, 

that our Saviour did work Miracles. For the 

>. Rxcaut of Mahometans , they are but of yeſterday, and know 
Dire ts nothing: only this they ſay in general, for the 
c.2,3. brutiſh proof of their ſenſual Religion ; that as 
Chriſt came with Miracles, ſo Mahomet came 

' with the Sword, As for Jews and Heathens, who 
| ' 1n Chriſts time, and after it, abounded with Wri- 
ters and Learned men; there is no reaſon to i- 
magine, but if they had had any Colour for it, 
they would as fiercely have denied Chrifts Mira- 
cles with their Pens, as they perſecuted his Fol» 4 
lowers with Fireand Sword. Bur. ſeeing ic was | 
in - Þ 
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in vain to Deny thoſe things, which ſo many 
thouſands knew to' be true; and the memory of 
which, was continually revived, by thoſe freſh Mi- 
racles which the Primitive Chriſtians wrought 
in Chriſts name: therefore either they choſe to 
take no notice of them at all in their Writings ; 
or if they mention'd Chriſts Miracles , they aſ* 
crib'd them to Magick or Diabolical Cauſes. 
And what can one ask more of an Enemy, as 
ro matter of Fact; then that he ſhould either 
ſpeak out andconfels it, or ſhew by his ſilence 
that he knows not how to deny it 2 No Þ 
can with reaſon deny Chriſt's Miracles , fince 
they are confeſt by his own Tabnud in divers pla- 


ces , ſpecially * in the 4* Part, the 9 Book. *m 4, 
Nor no Heathen could in Tertullian's or Juſtin £44: 


Martyr's daies; unleſs thoſe Learned men were 


monſtrous filly and impudent, who durſt * tell * 7»/in 2. 


their Enperours, they might finde proofs 0 


f in Apol. 2. 


them in Pilat's Records which were then at Rome. 4pol. c. 21. 
They were ſuch irrefragable Proofs , that nei- ?; £4 


ther Jew nor Heathen had any thing to ſay to 
them , but this, that they were done by Ma- 
gick; which may be ſaid of any thing, and ſigni- 
fies juſt nothing : or, that they were done by Evil 
Spirits , which will not ſerve the turn of our A- 
theiſt , who is as unwilling to belieye that there is 
. a Devil, as that there is a God. But 


(20) 


But ( beſides theſe Quotations, which ic were 
ealie to multiply , if it were ſo proper for this 
place; ) beſides theſe, we have the greateſt Aſ- 
lurance that in reaſon can be wiſht for , of the 
truth of theſe Miracles. For what aſſurance can 
be had at ſuch a diſtance, concerning things done 
1600 years agoe ? The beſt that can be expected, 
is a Hiſtory written by ſome credible Perſons 
that lived in thoſe times. And ſuch a Hiſtory 
this is, or there is no ſuch in the World. For 
that it was- written by them whole Names ir 
bears, no Adverſary ever queſtion'd, and all 
Chriſtians have acknowledg'd, that have written 
from Age to Age ever ſince. Nor is it queſti- 
oned, that the things here written are the ſame that 
were taught by the twelve Apoſtles : which Apo- 
ſtles our Saviour took along with him to be the 
conſtant Witneſſes of all his ations; and they 
profeſs to have been preſent with him at moſt 
of the things that are here Written. Men fo farr 
from being ſuſpe&ted of any Deceit , that their 
Simplicity and Ignorance has been their only 
Accuſation. And that ſo many,”fach men, ſhould 
conſpire together, to fain incredible things, and co 
impoſe them upon the faith of Mankind : Why 


they ſhould do this, without any Temptation of 


Honour, or Wealth , or Preferment; nay with 


certain - 
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certain Afſurance of perſecution, and miſery, and 
cruel death, which their Maſter foretold them, 
and they lookt for no other , and they were not 
miſtaken in this : How they durſt Adventure 
ſuch ſtories with ſuch Circumſtances , of time , 
places, and perſons, which they knew certainl 
would be fitted, and might eaſily have been dif: 
proved, if they had not been true, all this were as 
prodigiouſly ſtrange in Them, as it would be 
now in Us, if we ſhould not believe them. 

Bur ſay, it were poſſible that they might be 
deceived themſelves in Chriſts Miracles , yer ſure 
they could not be ſo in his Reſurre&tion ; and 
I think whoſoever believes his Reſurrection, 1s 
much to blame if he doubts of any of his Mira- 
cles. This being that Sign of the Prophet Jo- 


14s ; which Chriſt Gid * he would reſerve to the + 14+ xii. 


laſt place, to confound them that would not be 39- 
Convinc't, and were therefore not worthy of 
any Other fign. 

But what ſay they of his Reſurrection ? 
Jews and Heathens ſay in the General, that be 
was pur to death. Theſe Apoſtles tells us all 
the Particulars of it; and ſay farther, that after 
three daies he Roſe again from the dead. That 
he ſhow'd himſelt Alive to them, Firſt to one 
or two at a time, then to all che twelve toge- 
| ther, 
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ther, then to 500 of his followers at once, moſt of 
whom were alive when theſe things were written : 
but eſpecially to thoſe twelve Apoſtles , he ſhew'd 
himſelf by many Infallible proofs; being Seen 
of them, and Converſing with them , for forty 
daies; at the end whereof , being together with 
him upon Mount Olivet, after much diſcourſe , 
they Beheld him taken up in a bright cloud,which 
carried him our of their fight, 

Now is it reaſonable to imagine, thart all theſe 
men, all this while, had _— of their Reaſon, 
or had not ſo much as Common ſenſe abour 
them ? For if that Relation was falſe , then one 
of theſe things muſt be true : that either they 
were beſides their Senſes when they believ'd this ; 
or, they were out of their Wits , when they af- 
firm'd it, and laid down their lives for the wit- 
neſſing of that which they did not believe. And 
what then ſhall we ſay to thatworld of Chriſti- 
ans, that Render'd themſelves up tothe belict of 
theſe men that had (o little Reaſon to believe 
themſelves? *Tis Prodigious ro Think what 1 
am about to ſay : and yet think it one muſt, or 
he can be no Atheiſt, he muſt affſenct to all this 
which I am abour to ſay. That a poor Young 
man , of the Meaneſt birth and breeding, ofa 


moſt hateful Nation , and hated himſelf by thar 


Nation , 
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Nation, for taking upon him to be a Prophet 
ſent 'em from God, for which he was laid hold 
of, and put to a bitter and moſt ſhameful Death. 
That after his death , a few Fiſhermen and others, 
as Mean as himſelf in all Circumſtances, ſhould 
ſtill Proclaim that he was that Prophet: and con- 
firm it with a Story of his Reſurre&ion, and 


"with loud boaſts of Miracles wrought by him 


and his Followers , all which were utterly Falſe; 
Promiling allthem that would believe in him , 
nothing 1n this world bur Afﬀiction and cruel 
Death, which their own Sufferings prov'd to be 
True: Thar ſuch men, with no other Charms, 
ſhould work ſuch.a Faith, inall the Wiſeſt part 
of Mankind; and that with ſo laſting an Impreſ- 
{ion as Time has not been able to deface, no, nor 
Vice neicher, which is the thing that makes Them 
deſire to deface ir. That ſo Impregnable a Faith 
ſhould be botrom'd on ſo foul an Impoſture, 
(Pardon me great God that I lend breath totheir 
Blaſphemies ) 'tis a thing ſo prodigiouſly Incre- 
dible , that it could never enter into any man's 
head, unleſs he were for his Luſt's ſake as great 
a Monſter of Credulity, as I have ſhew'd him, in 
_ reſpeRs, to be a very Monſter of Unbe- 
cf, 
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I fear this Diſcourſe may have been larger then 
the Occaſion ; nay | hope it rather in this place , 
and would to God that it were wholly Superflu- 
ous, that there were no more Unbelievers in This 
world, then there will be in the Other, and then [ 
am ſure there would be Few enough. 

But I have now done with Them, and am to 
ſpeak ro your ſelves ; to You that believe the holy 
Scriptures, & deſire to makea profitable Uſe of *em. 
And the Ule of this Scripture is, to obſerve what 
theſe men in my Text,did according to Reaſon, and 
(allowing for the difference of Circumſtances)to do 
the ſame Thing our ſelves. Namely, it we have any 
Prophet yetto come, and the promiſe of Miracles to 
know him by ; then it is our Duty, when we ſee 
thoſe Miracles , to acknowledge thar Propher : bur 
if we have no fuch Prophet to expe&, and no 
more Miracles to look tor ; then it behoves us to 
make much of thoſe Miracles, and that Propher 
that we have already , and to look for No other. 
This appears to bethe.natural conſequence of my 
Text. 

It hath been proved, that Chriſt is that Pro- 
phert, of whom God has foretold us from the begin- 
ning of the World: and this Prophet has told 


*Mat.xxviii, us, ® Behold, 1 am with you to the end of the World. 


20; 


But have we any other to look for? any 


other 
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other Prophet to come ? any farther Miracles to 
know him by 2 It ſhould ſeem that we have : 
For Chriſt ſaies words to that purpoſe, and 


he ſaies it not lightly, but he laies 


great welght 


upon it, Behold, ſaies he, I tell you of this * Mat. xxiv. 
before. There ſhall ariſe falſe Chriſts and falſe Qyic Tex: 
Prophets, and ſhall ſhow great Signs and Won- is thus ap- 
ders , inſomuch that (if it were poſvible ) they 


ſhall deceive the very Hle&. Particularly, 2 Theſl. chſutom, 


plyed by 
the Farherss 


ii, 9. That Son of perdition; Whoſe coming ſhall © &< 
be after the working of Satan , With all power , 


and Signs , and lying wonders, 


So likewiſe, 


1 Tim. iv. 1. The Spirit ſpeaks expreſly, that 


thus it ſhall be in the Latter times. 


All which 


things are confirmed by other places of Scri- 
pture : andare applyed by St. Fohn to the ſe» 


cond Beaſt ; that hath horns like 
ſpeaks like a Dragon: Whoſe Miracles are ſer 


a Lamb, but 


forth, Rev. x111. 13. & xvi. 1 4. & xix, 20.&c. 


Thar the firſt Beaſt which St. John there de- 
ſcribes with ſeven Heads, was the Heathen, and 
Imperial Rome, I think all Interpreters do agree. 
Whether the ſecond Beaſt be the Papal Rome, 
itis not our buſineſs now to enquire, ler them 
ſee to it that are her Worſhippers and Fol= 


lowers. But it is our buſineſs to know whom 


to beware of; and Chriſt has warn'd us of 
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ſome 'body that ſhall pretend to Miracles ; 
and we know of none, but the Papal Rome, 
that does pretend to them, She makes it one 
of her Marks, and vaunts that ſhe is to be 
known by her Miracles. 

But what then ? did not Chriſt promiſe 

Miracles to his Church ? and ought not His 

Promiſe to be made good ? It is moſt true, 

that he did promiſe, and that he has perform'd, 

we have ſufficient proofs of it, both in Scri- 

pture , and in the Records of the Primitive 

Church. For it was neceſlary that. our great 

Prophet ſhould be made known to us;, as 

well in his Doctrine, as in his Perſon; that 

the Chriſtian Faith ſhould be planted and ſer- 

led by Miracles. But when this Do&rine 

was' written and publiſht, and wherethis Faith 

was planted and generally received; Then 

v. Amlroſ.in FREre was no ſuch neceſſity ; Then it was 
 Cor.xii. i» enough to ſay, thus it is written, which Wri- 
A tings were 'as obligatory toall them that had 
received this DoCtrine , as if they had been 

preachr to them ſeverally by perſons riſen from 

the dead. Of which thoſe Fathers were ſo 


throughly ſatisfied that lived in thoſe times, 


when moſt part of the world was already 


converted ; that they plainly profeſt, that - 
the 
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the time of Miracles was at an end. They 
are few and rare now , if any, faith (hryſos 
flome in Hom. 4. on Mat. There are more 
feign'd ones amongſt falſe Chriſtians , then 
true ones amongſt the true; ſaith the Author 
of the Imperfe& work , Hom. 49. Tis enough 
for Chriſtians, that the old Miracles are read 


to them , ſaith St. Auſtin ®, and for Heathens, * p.c;-.n:; 
that Miracles are yet done by us, though not /- 22.c. 8,9, 


ſo Frequently, nor ſo Manifeſtly, as in former © 

times. = 
Little did theſe good men think, that within 

ſome Ages after they were dead, and in thoſe 


places where there were no Heathens to con- 
vert, there ſhould ariſe a ſe& of Chriſtians 


more abounding with Miracles in ſome one 


age, than were ever ſcen in all ages of the 
world before: and the Reaſon is plain, for 
thoſe Fathers never dreamt of thoſe new Do- 
arines and deſigns that would have need to 
be uſher'd in and ſupported with new Mira- 
cles; nor of the wickednels of thoſe men that 
holp che Devil to invent them ; nor ofthe grols 
ignorance of an after-age, that fitted the people 
to receive 'em. All! which things, had they 
not. conſpired togerher, it had been Impoſh- 
ble for ſuch monſtrous Abftirdities to be 

; D 3 impoſed 
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impoſed upon the Faich of fo great a part of 
Mankind. | 

How could thole ftrange Fiftions of Pur- 
gatory have ever obtain'd; it men had not 
becn fool'd into the belief of chem, with pre- 
tended Viſions, and Revelations, and Appari- 
ons? Who could ever have been ſo Sortiſh , 
as to adore the works of the Pencil, and the 
Chizzle; unleſs the dumb things themſelves 
had been made to move, and {wear, and talk, 
and weep for it? What Believer of the true 
God would ever have ſtoopt to the Invocati- 
on of his fellow-creatures ? nay to inyocate them 
more then God, (tor God is not fo often pray'd 
ro, as the Virgin Mary ) butthat theſe bleſſed 
Creatures themſelves, as well as their deluded 
worſhippers, have been abuſed intolerably by the 
forgers of Miracles ? | ſhall inſtance but in one 
DoRErine more 3 I might do it in many , for 
there is hardly any one of their upſtart Do- 
Etrines, which has not been taught or promo- 
ted this way ; but this is the tranſcendent foppe- 
ry of all, the Dod&rine of Tranſubſtantiation. 
A Miracle it ſelf they call ir, in their Manual , 
which teaches them to ſay thus at the Elevati- 
on; Oh Miracle! Oh ghe Goodneſs &c. This is 
done by no Jugling , but in the open ſight of 
all 
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all the lookers on. And what do the Lookers on 
Diſcern? Do they ſce any viſible change of 
the Elements? no, not the leaft ſhadow of 
alceration : But what is it that they believe ? 

a Miracle? Nay,-more than a Miracle, flat Im- 
poſſibility and Contradition. A ſubject to be 
without accidents, and accidents without an 
ſubje&. They believe the ſame body to be ar 
the ſame time in ſo many ſeveral places, and 
whole incvery place, in Heaven, upon Earth, 
both here, and at Rome , and in both the Jn- 
dies. Oh monſtrous beliet ! had not this need 
to be ſupported with Miracles ? It was propa- 
ated by them, and Bellarmine* proves it by *4. g,-. 
them, becauſe ſome have ſeen the Hoſt to bleed, Excharifie, 
others have ſeen a Child in the place of it; and RW 
he tells us, that St. Anthony of Padua's horle for- 
ſook his Oats to.go and worſhip ir. | 

[ am ſenſible that theſe things are very ridi- 

culous , and therefore Iam aſhamed to menti- 
on any more of them. And yet, I hope, you 
will excuſeus, if we mention in our Sermons 
{\uch things as have been the chief Arguments 

of theirs ; and ſuch Arguments as their great 

Maſters of Controverſie deſpair not, that ſome 

may poſlibly be fools enough to believe them. 


and. 


(39) 
and Lives, if I ſhould ſpread before you the 
filth of thoſe lewd Romances, I ſhould ſeem 
to have too little regard to this Place, and to 
this Preſence. They are tuft with ſuch ab- 
ſurd Tales, ſuch idle and extravagant Prodi- 
gies : as if the Devil had invented them in a 
wanton humour; being not content to have 
affronted the true Miracles of God, and to 
have had his Will upon the Doctrine of Chriſt ; 
but he muſt inſult alſo, and ſport himſelf with 
the Ignorance and Superſtition of Men. 

{ cannot think of theſe things without ſome 
wonder at thoſe men, who, knowing thar 
theſe things are written in their own Books , 
and that ſome of us are able to Read them , 
can yet be ſo impudent as to revile and 
ſcoffe at the Reformation. That happy Reco- 
very of Chriſtian Religion! withour which , 
their old Tales would have been Goſpel ſtill ; 
and the Cheat would have proceeded farther 
Rill , and *tis hard to imagine what a Mon- 
ter, by this time, Chriſtianity would have 
grown. I know ſome of them ſay, that they 


themſelves are the better for it, which yet may. 


be a very great Queſtion. For though the 


Crafts-men among them are grown morc wa- 


ry of late daies, in ſhewing of theis Tricks ,. 


and 
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and the Writers of them bring their -Matters 
more within compals than their Predeceſſors 
did : yet they can never wipe off the ſhame of 
their Old doings, while they read Leſſons in 
their Churches colle&ted our of thole Legends ; 
and while they Retain thoſe DoCtrines, (nay 
they make them part of their Creed, ) that 
owe, ſome their Being, and all their Repu- 
tation , tothoſe groſs and palpable Impoſtures. 
For us, we have great caule to blels God for 
the Reformation ; which , like Chriſtianir 

when it firſt appear'd in the world, has chaſed 
away theſe Demons and their Oracles from 
among us. I do not hear they work any 
Miracles among us of late daies, unleſs this 
be a Miracle, which I think is no Wonder , 
that ſome perſons, for ſome caules, are won over 


. toſo corrupt a Religion. For our parts, we 


pretend to no new Miracles, nor have any Occa- 
ſion , while we content our ſelves with the 
old Doctrines, While we hold to the Propher 
that. God has ſent us, we may reſt in thoſe 
Miracles that He wrought for us. God grant | 
we may be wrought by em into a due Faith 
and Obedience. 

Firſt, we owe a duty of Faith 'to the Do- 


© Rrines of our Prophet; to all thar haye: been 


E taught 
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taught by him and: his Apoſtles , and are left 
written for us in the Holy Scriptures. In 
which Scriptures, though there be many things 
hard to be underſtood, Which ignorant and un- 
ſtable Souls wreſt to their own Damnation: yet 
all thoſe things are Plainly deliver'd , which 
are Neceſſary for us to know. Which were 
therefore colle&ted by the Apoſtles into the 
Creed; and own'd by the Fathers under the 
name of the, Apoſtolical Tradition : the Profeſli- 
on of which was neceſſary for every man, at 
his Baptiſm , to make him a ( hriſtian , and 
was ſufficient for any man, that was Baptiz'd, 
to be known by as a Member of the Catho- 
lick Church. 

This is the Tradition, not of one or two , 
but of all Ages: This is the Faith, not of this 
ar that, but of all Churches : as faras Chri- 
ſtianity goes, it is the ſame Faith and Tradi- 
tion ſtill, This has the ſcal of God to it, in 
all the Miracles of Chriſt, and of his Apoſtles , 
and of the Primitive Chriſtians. Whoſoever 
Adds to it, or Varies from it, ( eſpecially if he 
pretend to Miracles, of which. the Scripture 
has forewarn'd us,) we are bound: to defie 


both Him and his Do@rines. If we hold our - 


{elves cloſe to this. Faith., and if This ſhould 
| happen 
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happen to deceive us; what have we to ſay? 
but with St. Y/i#or , Oh Lord, it is thou 


| that haſt deceiv'd us; Thou haft given ſuch. 


plain Demonſtrations, ſuch viſible Teſtimo- 
nies, of thy Almighty hand to it ; that if This 
ſhould be falſe, we know not what can be 
true. For there is no poſſible way of certain- 
ty of things removed from bodily ſenſe, no 
way to make any thing ſurer to our belief ; then 
that is, by which we are made (ure of this, that 
this Faith, this Chriſtian DoCtrine, was taught 
by that Prophet that was ſent from God. 
Laſtly, we owe the duty of Obedience ts 
his Precepts, to thoſe Rules of life which he 
has given us in thename of God. Rules that, 
like their Author, are full of Juftice and Good- 
nels ; then which nothing can be more fitly 


contrived, to make us live happily here in This 


world , and to prepare us for a Better life in 
the world to come. Nor do they provide 
only for the Private, but alſo for the Publick. 
They both Dire& and Secure every man in his 
own proper Station. So that he were nel- 
ther a Friend to Himſelf, nor a Lover of 
humane Society, that ſhould not heartily 
lubmit to theſe Laws ; though he were led 
to it by no other conſideration , but that 
E 2 
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of their own Goodneſs and Utility. . 
But withall when we coniider, from what 
| hand they come; and by whom, and in whar 
manner they were ſent : how can we acquit 
our ſelves, in the breach of thele Laws, of 
the higheſt Ingratirude and Rebellion againſt 
Almighty God ? That good God, that has been 
pleaſed to require nothing of us, but ſuch things 
as of themſelves are truly beſt for us; and yer, as 
if that were not enough to oblige us , has re- 
commended *em by ſuch a Prophet, and con- 
firm'd them to us' by undeniable Teſtimonies. 
Unleſs we Obey theſe Laws, what can we expect 
from Him ? what Ought we to think of our 
ſelves? If the Jews, out of a miſunderſtanding 
of God's Counſel, did oppoſe and reject it, It 
that whole Generation of men were overwhel- 
med with ſuch Calamities, as no other Nation 
ever felt, no other Age ever knew; If their whole 
Poſterity were ſent wandring about the World, 
ro make us fear that great God that has ſent thele 
Examples to our doors: How ſhall We ever hope 
to eſcape, if we negle&t fo great a Salvation as is 
now offeredto us? What Examples may God 
make of us in This World 2 What Judgments 
muſt we look for in the Other ? What Penalties, 
what meaſure of Wrath,can betoo much for ſuch 
ungrateful 
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ungrateful Wretches , ſuch Rebels againſt the 
Supream Majeſty of God ? 

I beleech you pardon me this great Vehe- 
mence, if any degree of Vehemence can need 
pardon, in the prefling of things that ſo infinitely 
concern you. Thatthele things do ſo, we ſhall 
be more ſenſible hereafter, It is but a little while, 
and He that is now our Prophet, ſhall come ro 
be our Judge, and ſhall call us to a ſtrift Ac- 
count before him. Then will the Obſervation 
of his Laws be a Comfort and a Joy: Then 
will the Negle& of them cauſe Horror and 
Deſperation. * Twill bea reſtleſs Grief to reflect, 
how eaſily we were won to Negle& them ; how 
eaſily we might have Obſerv'd them. We have 
yet the Opportunity before us. Good God give 
us Hearts to Conſider it:* Now in this time 
of Advent , ſo to remember the Firſt coming of 
thy Son, when He came to be our Prophet; thar 
we may be prepared, and ready for his Second 
coming, when He ſhall come to be our Judge. 
To whom, &C, . 


THE END. 


